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Off. of Postsecondary Educ., Education § 668.54 

§ 668.53 Policies and procedures. 
(a) An institution shall establish and 

use written policies and procedures for 
verifying information contained in a 
student aid application in accordance 
with the provisions of this subpart. 
These policies and procedures must in-
clude— 

(1) The time period within which an 
applicant shall provide the documenta-
tion; 

(2) The consequences of an appli-
cant’s failure to provide required docu-
mentation within the specified time 
period; 

(3) The method by which the institu-
tion notifies an applicant of the results 
of verification if, as a result of 
verification, the applicant’s EFC 
changes and results in a change in the 
applicant’s award or loan; 

(4) The procedures the institution re-
quires an applicant to follow to correct 
application information determined to 
be in error; and 

(5) The procedures for making refer-
rals under § 668.16. 

(b) The institution’s procedures must 
provide that it shall furnish, in a time-
ly manner, to each applicant selected 
for verification a clear explanation of— 

(1) The documentation needed to sat-
isfy the verification requirements; and 

(2) The applicant’s responsibilities 
with respect to the verification of ap-
plication information, including the 
deadlines for completing any actions 
required under this subpart and the 
consequences of failing to complete 
any required action. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under Control Number 1840–0570) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1094) 

[56 FR 61337, Dec. 2, 1991, as amended at 59 
FR 61206, Nov. 29, 1994] 

§ 668.54 Selection of applications for 
verification. 

(a) General requirements. (1) Except as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, an institution shall require an ap-
plicant to verify application informa-
tion as specified in this paragraph. 

(2)(i) An institution shall require 
each applicant whose application is se-
lected for verification on the basis of 
edits specified by the Secretary, to 
verify all of the applicable items speci-

fied in § 668.56, except that no institu-
tion is required to verify the applica-
tions of more than 30 percent of its 
total number of applicants for assist-
ance under the Federal Pell Grant, 
ACG, National SMART Grant, Federal 
Direct Stafford/Ford Loan, campus- 
based, and Federal Stafford Loan pro-
grams in an award year. 

(ii) An institution may only include 
those applicants selected for 
verification by the Secretary in its cal-
culation of 30 percent of total appli-
cants. 

(3) If an institution has reason to be-
lieve that any information on an appli-
cation used to calculate an EFC is in-
accurate, it shall require the applicant 
to verify the information that it has 
reason to believe is inaccurate. 

(4) If an applicant is selected to 
verify the information on his or her ap-
plication under paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section, the institution shall require 
the applicant to verify the information 
as specified in § 668.56 on each addi-
tional application he or she submits for 
that award year, except for informa-
tion already verified under a previous 
application submitted for the applica-
ble award year. 

(5) An institution or the Secretary 
may require an applicant to verify any 
data elements that the institution or 
the Secretary specifies. 

(b) Exclusions from verification. (1) An 
institution need not verify an applica-
tion submitted for an award year if the 
applicant dies during the award year. 

(2) Unless the institution has reason 
to believe that the information re-
ported by the applicant is incorrect, it 
need not verify applications of the fol-
lowing applicants: 

(i) An applicant who is— 
(A) A legal resident of and, in the 

case of a dependent student, whose par-
ents are also legal residents of, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Guam, or American 
Samoa; or 

(B) A citizen of and, in the case of a 
dependent student, whose parents are 
also citizens of, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, the Federated States 
of Micronesia, or the Republic of 
Palau. 
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